
FOUNTAIN PARK 
HEALTHY SOIL 

INITIATIVE
Landscape committee proposal presented to the Board on March 16, 

2022



Current state
Bare, compacted dirt from 

which virtually all organic 

matter has been blown off.

Is this the best thing for 

trees and plants in the park? 



Local Resources

➢ Pima County Master Gardener Zoom Soil Science Class

➢ Watershed Management Group recommendations for Fountain Park, November 2019

➢ Watershed Management Group Healthy Soils Resource Guide

➢ Tucson Audubon Society Guide to Food Rich Landscapes for Birds and People

➢ Green Infrastructure Manual for Desert Communities

➢ https://tucsoncleanandbeautiful.org/trees-for-tucson/information-

resources/planting-maintenance-education/

➢ https://www.spadefootnursery.com/revegetation

➢ https://www.spadefootnursery.com/planting-a-new-plant

➢ https://tucsoncleanandbeautiful.org/trees-for-tucson/gsi-mini-grants/

➢ https://www.harvestingrainwater.com/

https://watershedmg.org/sites/default/files/documents/resource-guide-to-desert-soils.pdf
https://www.tucsonaudubon.org/images/stories/urban_habitat/TAS-Landscaping-Guide-130728-web.pdf
https://watershedmg.org/document/green-infrastructure-manual-for-desert-communities
https://tucsoncleanandbeautiful.org/trees-for-tucson/information-resources/planting-maintenance-education/
https://www.spadefootnursery.com/revegetation
https://www.spadefootnursery.com/planting-a-new-plant
https://tucsoncleanandbeautiful.org/trees-for-tucson/gsi-mini-grants/


What is healthy 
or living soil?



Source:

Watershed Management Group 
Healthy Soils Resource Guide

https://watershedmg.org/sites/default/files/documents/resource-guide-to-desert-soils.pdf


Source:

Watershed Management Group 
Healthy Soils Resource Guide

How do we 
build healthy 
soil?

https://watershedmg.org/sites/default/files/documents/resource-guide-to-desert-soils.pdf


The committee met on 1/18/22. 

On 1/22/22  we visited Mission Garden to see these 
practices in use. 

The committee met again on 2/15/22 to approve 
going forward with a proposal to the board.

Source:

Watershed Management Group Healthy Soils 
Resource Guide

https://watershedmg.org/sites/default/files/documents/resource-guide-to-desert-soils.pdf


Going Forward
◦ The HOA paid for a park assessment in 2019 done by Watershed 

Management Group, a local non profit, whose mission is to foster 
sustainable environments.

➢ “Define and plan park zones that includes A) high use clean zone for 

the playground area, B) transition zone that expands out from the high 
use zone and along heavy use corridors, and C) a habitat zone along the 
perimeter and the northwest extension of the park.

➢ Maintenance practice regime - based on the defined zones shift 
maintenance practices in the habitat zone to allow for understory 

growth, filling out of mesquites, accumulation of leaf litter and mulch on 
the soil surface while maintaining a clear 1-2' buffer along trails. In the 

transition zone allow accumulation of organic mulch and understory 
pollinators but keep the mid-story clear for visible sight lines, and in the 
high use clean zone continue as is to keep a safe, clear environment.”

The committee agreed to propose to the board designating an area of 
the park on the west side, across from the play structure, where leaf 
drop will be left in place and woody mulch will be added. This follows 
the recommendation from the Watershed Management Group 
consultation for the transition zone:



Next Steps

➢Board Approval

➢Funding: signs = $88/ woody mulch= TBD, either from Tanks 
Green Stuff which is $35/yard plus delivery fee of $80, or 
possibly can be obtained free of charge from tree trimming 
services.

➢Develop instructions for the landscaping crew.

➢Educate and inform our community via the Splash, a 
sign in the Healthy Soil Initiative area of the park, and  
add information to the Fountain Park website.

➢Follow up and Evaluate



Park Sign 

Building Healthy Soil
Leaving fallen leaves on the ground and adding a layer of woody mulch 

benefits the trees and shrubs in this area by:

➢ Conserving moisture

➢ Suppressing weeds

➢ Fostering beneficial soil microorganisms

➢ Keeping roots cool in summer and warm in winter

➢ Reducing soil compaction, which increases oxygen and water 

penetration to plant roots

Questions? Go to fountainparkphoa.org



Thank you for your attention! 

LANDSCAPE COMMITTEE 
MEMBERS: CLAIRE CALLAHAN,

JOELLE COFFMAN,

SHELLEY MUELLER

ALICIA NAVIA,

CINDY NIERENHAUSEN


